LUMINE ACADEMY - SUMMER SEMINAR - 2026

The Essay: Writing as Thinking

An Introduction to the Liberal Arts

“Que sais-je?”  FHIZJLAA[?

MICHEL DE MONTAIGNE, 1580

Instructor - M. T., Ph.D., New York University

This course aims to develop and deepen reading, writing, and interpretation skills by returning us to the basic definition of the term
“essay”: a trial and an attempt to put one’s thoughts into writing. To write an essay is to attempt to engage with the world, to
discover what one thinks and elaborate one’s ideas about a set of questions, and to endeavor to communicate one’s thoughts,

feelings, and commitments to an imagined readership.

We will read essays by philosophers, novelists, non-fiction writers, political collectives, experimental writers, and memoirists, along
with scholarly articles written about these very same essays. We will pay attention to genre, form, rhetoric, and argumentation in the
crafting of each of these pieces of writing and try to find our way to our own essayistic voice. The course will include short in-class

writing assignments, and students will draft and revise a final essay inspired by the texts that we will read together.

Authors will include Etel Adnan, James Baldwin, The Combahee River Collective, Joan Didion, Ursula K. Le Guin, Michel de
Montaigne, Thomas Ogden, and Edward Said, as well as essays from contemporary publications such as The New Inquiry, N+1, and
The Paris Review.
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L2 ff SESSION 2 SCHEDULE

July 1 to July 20, 2026 - 8:30 to 10:00 PM EST - 12 sessions

WED THU SUN MON

Week 1 Jul 1 Jul 2 Jul 5 Jul 6

Week 2 Jul 8 Jul 9 Jul 12 Jul 13

Week 3 Jul 15 Jul 16 Jul 19 Jul 20
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