LUMINE ACADEMY - ONE-ON-ONE SEMINAR

Introduction to News Writing

An Introduction to the Anglo-American Newspaper Tradition

“Comment is free, but facts are sacred.” PEICHMH, FEEMXE,

C. P. SCOTT, 1921

Instructor - K. F., Medill School of Journalism, Northwestern University - Working Journalist

This course introduces the fundamentals of news writing, from hard news and features to opinion columns and editorials. Working
primarily with articles from The New York Times and the Associated Press, students will learn how professional journalists structure
their stories, choose their ledes, and use quotes effectively.

The course covers the complete anatomy of a news article — the inverted pyramid, the nut graf, the role of attribution — alongside
reporting and interviewing technique, AP Style basics, and the development of a distinctive voice in opinion writing. Reading and
reference draw on the canonical handbooks of the trade: Mencher’s News Reporting and Writing, Kovach & Rosenstiel’s The
Elements of Journalism, and Cappon’s AP Guide to News Writing, together with resources from Poynter, Purdue OWL, and the SPJ
Code of Ethics.

The instructor is a Medill graduate and a working journalist with bylines in established publications. By the final session, each
student will have produced two polished pieces — a hard-news article and a feature — both conforming to AP Style and suitable for
school-newspaper submission, the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards (Journalism category), application portfolios, and teen-press

venues.
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COURSE AT A GLANCE
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Northwestern - working journalist 1-on-1 via Zoom Grades 9—12 - current or incoming
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Year-round - scheduled by appointment Includes manuscript editing & AP-Style, portfolio-ready
feedback

K9 SESSION OUTLINE

Six sessions - 60 minutes each - sequential progression

01 What Is News? Reading Like a Journalist
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02 Reporting and Interviewing
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03 Hard News: The Inverted Pyramid
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04 Feature Writing: Narrative and Scene
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05 Opinion Writing and Journalism Ethics
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06 Workshop, Editing & Portfolio Review
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